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to the Soviet Government; their crime at that time was
that they were not Marxists, and the whole Academy of
Sciences, the most distinguished learned body in Russia,
was remodelled in the same sense. At the present time
the two academies—this one and the Communist
Academy, are apparently being fused together tinder the
title of the first, and this may perhaps mean that less
emphasis is now placed on the Communist bias. In any
case, as has been explained, the old way of teaching history
has been restored on the instruction of Stalin himself, and
the decrees already mentioned, abolishing restrictions
based on class origin in admission to the university, is a
very serious step in a direction which is sure to appeal to
our sympathies here. It must be said, however, that
even during my short stay I had a reminder that the
old regime of constraint was still there.
And there is the third great question, that of the
persecution of religion. I have put it to Russian Com-
munists that Jesus Christ was clearly a proletarian.
" Yes," they will say, " he was, in a way, a proletarian,"
and how is it to be denied ? They will go on to urge
that religion has been associated with power. I can
well understand how Marx, living in England in the
middle of the nineteenth century, may have seen that
many country parsons were really, so to speak, in the
pocket of their squires, and that this was possibly even
worse in other countries. But is not this something
which would have shocked any sincere believer much
more than an unbeliever, and was it not both unhistorical
and ridiculous to read this back into the early Christian
Church, than which probably no more truly communist
body ever existed ? It is one thing for a person who

